Meeting report: How to get wrong things right--a discussion over current and future pandemic infectious diseases.
Infectious diseases have played a substantial part in shaping the history of humanity. In a discussion at a recent EMBL-EMBO science and society symposium entitled 'The future of our species', several experts discussed how infectious diseases are still influencing our world today. Here we present examples from recent and current infectious disease epidemics followed by a discussion of the local, national and international response to these. Special emphasis is laid on how the change of our environment can augment the world-wide spread of infectious diseases and the role of education in limiting this spread. An urgent need for improved coordinative efforts in globally combating infectious diseases is called for and examples are highlighted.